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75 br Man: "bh het ann hs 1 
ern - for Religion and Virus. 
ccngbt to exert his Abilities in Vin- 
4 9 of os and endeavour 
4. bern: Current of thoſe Hun- 
_ . -2  -. dations, which are poured upon 
; uw by 4 induſtriotes Attempts of our Modern | 
Bal to break drum the Boundaries of Revela- 
tion, the chief Foundation of that Reaſon, which 
bur preſent Moraliſts ſet up in Oppoſition to it. 
8 YR. ſuppoſing them deprived of the very 
Revelation, they Sy the Authority of, how much 
their Reaſon would be ſuperior to ſome Part of 
2he Brutal Creation, 10 2225 from thoſe Nations, 
bo do not enjoy it. Aud, were our Modern Mo- 
T.aliſts under the ſame Diſadvantages with theſe 
* Ignorant Nations, they would be equally confuſed 
and confined in the Uſe of their natural Reaſon; 
. 4 that it is evident, that the Light of 2 
din, in tbe Country they live in, > Furniſhed © 
_— _ them with that 4 Reaſoning, hich 5 4 
2 4 . ff employ againſt that Bra 4g 2 3 
bd 3 AND have not the ſtrongeſi Forts bees "if 
1 4 her trown by the ET 1 thetr un 
* | [5 lg = arri. 


* 
fer — 


1 


i 
* 


> 4% 

** * 
Lal x a 

SS * 4 


%* 


- 
— 
p 8 * Se 


.»Y V 3h ion owe, ia tn $a dS» 
i The PREFACE: 
_— . Garriſon, when all the Forces of open Enemies 
= ere never able to prevail againſt them, © 
AL the Attacks of the Pagan Armies, to 
overthrow the Powers of the Chriſtian Revelation 
and Oeconomy, were not only fruitleſs, but even 
tended to the Eſtabliſoment of it, cauſing Multi- 
_ Fhdes of Perſecutors to become its Proſelytes, and 
thereby the Number of the Faithful increaſed, 
and the Cauſe, they oppoſed, was confirmed ; till 
Eaſe, and a plentiful Enjoyment of the greateſt 
fprritual Advantages, cauſed Men to grow tuke- 
warm in Religion, when it became uſual with the 
Governors of certain Churches to form certain 
Schemes, not only to ſuit with the Tempers and 
Diſpoſitions of the Laity under their fpiratual 
Juriſdiction, but alſo to ſerve their own pri- 
vate Views of Temporal Intereſt, till Religion 
wwas ſo mixed with Temporal Inſtitutions, that its 
Luftre was eclipſed, and its native Beauty hff in 
%% 
bg HENCE. ſome, who, being in themſelves 
e corruptly inclined, have ſeen) through the defign- 
5 ing Views of their Church-Governors, to ſerve 
*} themſelves in their own irreligious Practices, have 
* &eclarmed againſt Revealed Religion, and endea- 
doured to expoſe it, as only @ Piece of Policy and 
Prieftcraft ; while others, obſerving the Injuries 
done by the united Forces of theſe Boſom-Ene- 
mies, have honeſtly endeavonred to defend it a- 
 gainſt the Attacks of both, and to che theſe Ul- 
cers, which were more and greater, than all the 
Forces and Oppoſitions of all its Declared Enemies 
could ever be able to make, RNs 
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ies AN D ſhall any Man, that wiſhes well to 
| Truth. ee Revealed Religion thus traduced a- 
to gainſt the Endeawvours.of the beſt Pens employed t 
ion Fapport it, and to' vindicate the Juſtice its 
en Precepts,” and thi  Reaſonableneſs of its Din 
i- Dotrines, which are not to be mr 6 by all” 
nd | Human Art and Invention ; I jay,” ſhall any hos 
d, nen Man fee the glorious Hive 335 of God, e 
ll | ting forth his Good-wwill to Men, thus ridiculed, 
oft And not feel a generous Emulation, a warm De- 
bee | fire, . of aſſiſting ſo laudable a D efign, and contri= 
FA buting to the Support of jo juſt a Cauſe ? 5 
un | T1 AM very ſenſible, that many Pious and 
nd | Learned Men, both from the Preſs and Pulpit, 
wal * Have been engaged againſt the Moraliſts of this 
Wo. | Age ; but the Writings of the Clergy have been, 
= by thi Opp Opponents, Faß repreſented as the 
1 Effefts of Prie eeraft. 
in © BUT its a trifling Evaſion to make. (hat 
ad | their Office ſhould leſen the Authority of their 
"es Reafons and rr og ;. and, T hope, tbe Enes 
2 755 gain no Advantage from any Obſervation, 
1 5 at their Lives aud Converſations contradict their 
Ve | DoBrines, ſince, where there happen. any fuch 
= . | amongſt the Clergy, they are generally thoſe, who 
1 have been corrupted with their own pernicious 
1 Principles, and will ſeldom engage themſelves in 
e Defence f Truth, except it be with a View to 
1 ſerve their private Intereſts, to preſerve theme 
7-1 from Cenfure of their Superiors. 
be AND even their Conduft muſt have, 
es their honeſt Brethren, ſuch an Efect, as would 


be produced in an Army by a certain Knowledge, 
that Part of thoſe, who fland ranged under the 


ſame 
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ame Banners, would only and idle. Spettators of 
ſl the Battle, and readily take Part with the 


LOnquerors. . 


R "NOT but ſome of the Laity i have very uſefully 
employed their Pens in RT of the Trut 


the Chriſtian . Revelation, I hope,. not wwithout ſome 


27 ; but, though T cull wiſh to have no Oc- 
don to have entered the Lifts myſelf, I am fully 
perſuaded there is till Alliance - wanting in 
good a Cauſe ; and therefore I am nat — © 
= idle, hoping, that even my Int erpofition 


remove ſome Obftruttions, and Put Tings in into a 


true Light. 

THA E, inthe following + Diſcourſe eſo, vin. 
dicated the 2 ice and Gooden 5 if of. &: God in 15 
news f Man, notwithſtanding bl ab 
would fall from his firſt Purity; en K. r efight 


i 22 0 Adar s Shame and Humility after it, and 


urpoſe to redeem-bim : Of which P it 
— Fs = Adam bould 4 par xp, th 
Promiſe e. of it after his Fall; and that Adam 
ſhould . 55 255 bis Poſterity 9with the Pro. 
miſe of. 4505 : 5h Gooaneſs and Mercy, which 
Cid mad known to him: But, as it was pro- 
bable, in the relapſed State of Man, that many of 


Adam's Poſterity might. receive All falſer and 


more confuſed Accounts thereof, in ſucceeding Ge- 


nerations; 2 where the Accounts. = the Reve- 


lation of this Redemption became very imperfect, 
there was 4 Preuss included in the Promiſe of 
a. Redeemer,” that he ſhould become a Light to 
every Man that ſhould come into the Worl 
7 mt and direct ſuch of his Poſterity into ſuc 


a r of G we and Evil, that (as they ha th 
Fe 
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＋ ä "the open and clear Declarations of his Will) their 
pwn Cunſciences ſhould condemn or acquit them : 
b For thoſe, who know not the Will of God any fur- 
J. ther than from the Dictates of natural Reaſon, 
f muſt know, that they have received their Exiſtence © 
3 from ſome unknown and ſuperior Being, to whom 
6 they muſt neceſſarily be accountable for their Acti- 
A ons, and either in this Life, or the next, le 
4 rewarded or puniſhed for them ; a Confideration 
E which muſt influence them to direct their Actions 
J fo as, they had been taught to believe, would be 
1 ngſt pleafing to that Supreme Being, from whom 


they had received their Exiſtence ; which Actions 

being directed according to the beſt Knowledge 
they bad, it was as much as Divine Fuſtice and 
Goodneſs would require from them. 

AND this, the very Impreſſions of Reaſon, 
and the natural Notions of Fuſtice common 
amongſt Men, dictate to us: Common Equity in- 
elines all Men to reward good Actions, and to be 
merciful to thoſe who commit ſome Crimes thro 
Ignorance or Inadvertency ; but to puniſh ſuch as 
gre of an heinous Nature, and committed pre. 
fumptuouſly, wilfully, and of a preconceived Ma- 
lice, and an open Contempt of the reaſonable Dic. 
fates of wiſe and good Laws. , I'M 
. FOR of thoſe who 0 05 any Laws, 
whether Divine or Human, this Guilt muſt rea- 
Jonably be either extenuated or aggravated, ac- 
cording to the Knowledge of the Will of the Law. 
giver, and of the Duties enjoined ; ſo that thoſe 
who will wilfully break ſuch Laus, as, according. 
to their own Knowledge, tend only to their own 
Welfare, and that of the whole Community, 2 
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Fand convicted in tbemſelves, that they have 
Brale thro the Bond of Harmony in the Society 
aobich they belonged to : And will not any rea- 
fonable Man judge, that whoever 1s a Member 
a well governed Society, and thus breaks thro 
the wholeſome Lanes of it, ought to. be cut off 
From it, that the remaining Part may enjoy its 
Advantages, freed from the d ation of ſuch 
corrupt Members * | 

AND although this at once appears to be 
be Vorce.of natural Reaſon, yet without a Re- 
ym (which Reaſon always falls in with) all 

" preſent weak Powers, and depraved Facul- 
ro hate but very imperfettly and obſcurely find 
our, ar diſcover what would it be for aur Happi- 
meſs to attend to. N 
FO R muſt not they, who. have only ſome im- 
perfect Knowledge of the Will of their Maker, 
labour under imperfect Ideas of his Purpoſes con- 
eerning them, and be under as imperfect Noti- 
ans what they ſhall do to pleaſe him, or how to 
appeaſe him, if they judge they have done ſome- 
thing contrary to his Pleaſure, when they find 
 & Diſjatisfaftion in their own Minds, through 
acting contrary to their own inward Diates? 
Which can never be ſo well directed by natural 
Reajin only, as they are, ar may be, by a Declara- 
tion of the Will of God from bim elf; tho we 
' wewer had any Declaration from God to Man, 
but what preſently appeared to be agreeable to 
natural Reaſon, which is illuminated by it, as 
the Rifing of che Sun dijpels the Shades and 
Darkneſs of the Night ; and as the Day comes 
hen 1s, whether we feep or wake, or whether. 
La | coe 
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. , So. 
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yet when wwe come to have our Eyes open, and our 
Senſes awake, we then ſhall bebold its Brightneſs 
and Glory. — 

GOD himſelf muſt be allowed to know the 


Way and Manner that would beſt anfiver his Pur- 


poſes to redeem Mankind from their fallen Eſtate, 
and what would beſt ſuit with the intended Hap- 


pineſs of Man by his Redemption: And as, by 


Adam's Tranſgreſſion, he and his Poſterity were 


ſubjected to Death, ſo God has appointed, that, 
by the Obedience, Death, and Reſurrettion of 
Chriſt, wwe ſhould be entitled to a Reſurrettion 
from the Grave, and, by our imperfect, if ſincere, 


Obedience, according to the beſt of our Knowledge, 
be aſſured of an happy Immortality : Which glo- 
rious Advantages are brought to Light by the Re. 
velation of the Goſpel of vi. | 

BUT, if theſe Advantages, as I have ob. 
ferved, are intended for all, who have not the 
open Declarations of it, as well as thoſe who have, 
it may be enquired, ---- If Mankind may be ſaved, 
20h have not the Knowledge of this Revelation, 
to what Purpoſe was the Knowledge thereof re- 
vealed at all; or why are we under any Obliga- 


tions to believe it, or contract a Guilt for aun 


Unbelief ? To this I anfier : 

TIT was impoſſible that Man's Redemption could 
be thus effetted, and all the Tranſa#tions of it 
hid from the whole World, foraſinuch as ſuch 
Tranſactiuns could not be performed without ſome. 
Fart of the World's being concerned in it, ſince. 
our bleſſed Redeemer was to ſuffer Death by the 
Hands of crudl and 8 Men; yet was big 
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abe ſee it or not, till the Sun is in the Meridian; 
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* Gooaneſi ſo wonderful, that his very Murderers 
were allowed an equal Share of his meritorious 
Death and Reſurrection, upon the very ſame 
Terms with his own Diſciples, as appears from 
his : Praying, that his Father would forgive 
them, becauſe they knew not what they did; 
or that, as. they were ignorant of the Merit of 
bis Death, and executed him as a Malgfactor, 
becauſe they thought him as ſuch; therefore, by 
this bis Prayer for them, and the Preaching of 
St. Peter * to them after his Reſurrection, it 
plamly appeared, that even all concerned in his 
Execution were admitted to the Benefits ariſing 
from his Obedience, Death, and Refurredion, 
upon the ſame Terms with his Diſciples themſelves. 
Such is the unbounded Mercy of infinite Goodneſs, 
40 all who will not malicioufly oppoſe it! And muſt 
it not be neceſſary to make thefe Things known to 
them, in order to bring them to Repentance, as 
well as it was impoſible to act them in an un- 
known Corner, where none could either be the. 
Actors, or Witneſſes of them? And, where this 
quas tranſatted, it was alſo requifite, that be 
Should eftablifh bis Authority, Power, and Misa 
ion, by ſufficient Proofs of them, in Ads ſur- 
paſſing all human Powers, and thereby leave the 
World a ſufficient Teſtimony of. his Good-will ta 
Mankind; ſo that none but ſuch, who malictoufly 
oppoſed fuch Truths, that \carried along with them 
the greateſt Teſtimonies that ever any Matter of 
Fatt could be capable af, could contract any Guilt 


y their Unbelief'; and, furely, it will be readily 


As ii. from Vest 1? 66 
a gllbued 


allowed, that Guilt muſt neceſſarily and unavoid- 
ably fall upon ſuch Men, as harden their Hearts 
'againſt Cunvictian, and ſhut ther Eyes againſt 
tbe Light, "Y 

B 0 T here another Queſtion may ariſe : Since 
it is allowed poſſible for Men to be ſaved without 
the Knowledge of Revelation, and that there are ſo 
many amongſt us, who contend againſt Revelation, 
nnd endeavour to prove it a Cheat and Deluſion ; 
wherefore then, if it be not ſo, did not God, fore- 
ſeeing our Unbelief, make this Diſcovery and Re- 


 velation to ſome other Parts of the World, that 


might have been more glad to have embraced it, 
and made better Uſes of the Benefit, and leave us 
in our darling Ignorance, that we might not have 
contracted ſo much Guilt, which, if what you ſay 
be true, we muſt neceſſarily fall under? I an- 
wer: 

8 AS it was appointed he ſhould die to redeem 
us, it may be queſtioned, whether any other Set 
of Men, in any Part of the World, could have 
been found to have effected it; and may we not 
venture to ſuppoſe, that God might foreſee like- 
wiſe, that even theſe Parts of the World, he has 
afforded an open Revelation to, have not yet made 0 
bad Uſes of it, as the other Parts would have 
done, if the Revelation thereof had been made to 
them; and that many more amongſt them may be 
preſerved from Guilt, by their Ignorance, than 
there would have been amongſt us? 


BUT I would not pretend to aſcertain theſe © 


Anſwers, but as they appear agreeable to the Bi- 


vine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and to that Reaſon 

ꝛcbich God bas in common given us, who created 

us, not to add any Happineſs to himſelf, but thats. - 
B 2 


- 
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be might, by the moſt reaſonable Methods, agree- 
able to our Free- Agency, afford us the beſt Means, 
whereby we may be made happy in himſelf; for 
we may ſafely conclude, that, is Wiſdom and Mer- 


Cy, he has performed all bis Works, both of Cre- 


ation and Providence. 
AND this I ſhall endeavour to make appear, 
in the following Work; in which I have endea- 
voured to eftabliſh my own Opinion, by fuch ſuffi 
cient Reaſonings as, I think, will prove them, 
without entering into a Repetition of the modern 
Arguments, uſed to ſufport the contrary , And I 
am perſuaded, that, when the Prejudices of Pride, 
Guilt, and Licentiouſneſs are removed, Truth 


— all neceſſarily ſhine forth with the greater Luſtre 


and Brightneſs, as the Sun ſtrikes the Eye more 
forctbly, when the Obſtruction of © a black and 
darkening Cloud is removed from before it. | 
" ISHALL, therefore, endeavour to over- 
throw the Force of ſuch falſe Reaſoning, that ts 
frequently made uſe of to confound Light and 
"Darkneſs, whereby our common Moraliſis would 
perſuade themſelves and o;hers, that the Revela- 
tion, which we call Light, is real Darkneſs, and 
that their Pretenfions to believe nothing, but 


hat they can comprehend from natural Reaſon, 


is the true Light, ---« But, if natural Reaſon ts 


*the true Light, it can want no Illumination; and 
Revelation muſt, be an Impoſition, and, where it 
is received, muſt confound, and put out the Light 


*of natural Reaſon. ---- And then it will follow, 
We muſt neceſſarily expect the greateſt Logicians 
and Maſters of Reaſon, from thoſe Corners of 
the Earth, that have never been corrupted with 
pretended Revelation. But, I am perſuaded, 
1 | 6 
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eur preſent Moraliſts would be unwilling to be 
thought to exchange their Abilities with ſuch, as 
may be found in theſe remote Corners, 

HOW then came they to be more enlightened? 
Could it be from the Darineſs of Revelation ?--= 
I am perſuaded, that, had they been born, where 
a Revelation of God to Mankind had never been 
' beard of, they might have been glad of an Oppor- 
tunity ts have embraced it, upon its firſt Offers, 
and could then have better judged, what was 
Light, and what was Darkneſs : But Light, by 
conflant Shining, commonly dazzles weak Eyes, 
and makes them covet the Dark ; which vhen they 
_ bave _—_ for their Favourite Retirement, 

they ought not to contend, that they, who continue 
in the Light, are in Darkneſs, and that their 
Darkneſs is the only Light. 
20 ſupport their own Perſuaſion, that they 
are in the Light, and that they, that believe the 
Scripture-Revelation, are in the Dark, it is fre- 
quently affirmed by them, that the Scriptures, in 
many Places, contradict themſelves. 
BUT this is an Error proceeding only from 
Men's different Notions about the true and genuine 
Interpretation of them, and in ſome Meaſure too, 
from Errors in the Tranſlations : Tho I da not 
find that that Matter is mended from the pretend- 
ed Interpreters of the Original Languages, fince 
they commonly differ in their Sentiments, as 
widely as thoſe do, who only underſtand the com- 
mon Tranſlation : And, ds this alſo is an Handle 
for the Enemies of Revelation, I ſhall endeavour 
at once to remove theſe two Mountains of Diff 
culty, by preſcribing a Method, which I have 
obſerv'd myſelf, in all my former Warks, and 
"A RF * 10 * - 
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which I ſhall always flriftly adbere to; 1ſt, To 
obſerve the Scope, Tendency, and Defign of the 
Writer of the Scriptures ; 2dly, To interpret no 
Places that are dark and obſcure, to contradici 
#boſe that are plain and eafy to be underſlood ; and 
3dly, To interpret none to contradift the Attri- 
butes of the Divine Perfections. 8 
AND Ian perſuaded, that had this Me- 
thod been honeſtly purſued by all Men, who have 
uttempted their Interpretation, without Views of 
private Intereſt, or Adherence to ſome particular 
Opinions, perhaps, through Prejudices of Educa- 
tion; or had none attempted their Interpretation, 
but honeſt, impartial, and diſintereſted Men, even 
whether they had underſiood the Original Lan- 
guages or not, I ſay, Tam pany. that then 
we ſhould not hade had ſo many Oppoſers of the 
Divine Authority of Revelation; fince the Diffe- 
rence of Interpretations, and Errors in Tranſla- 
tions, have been equally prejudicial to Truth, 
and, perhaps, have occaſioned even ſome honeſt Mo- 
raliſts to deny the Authority of them, fince 72 
could not ſee the Remedy to heal theſe contraditt- 
ing Abſurdities in Tranſlations and Interpretati- 
ons, which Men have, upon theſe Accounts, quar- 
relled about. e 
FOR had not the Scriptures been thus torn 
to Pieces by forced Interpretations, and ambigu- 
ers and precarious Tranſlations, they would then 
have appeared to all proper Judges, in their true 
Beauty, and bave been acknowledged to contain a 
Scheme of the beſt Laws that could be poſſibly 
. compoſed ; and that they were far above all 
| buman Invention, and would therefore. have been 
believed by all reaſonable Men, to be the Word 0, 
. „ 
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Bod; and from thence there might have been & 
Way made for their greater Extent of Trager 
tion, among ſt the Nations of the Earth, 

MY Defign is to rectify Men's miſtaken Ne- 


tions, which wrong Interpretations of the Scrip 
tures have produced, and to reconcile them with 


the Divine Attributes and Perfectians; being 


very well ſatisfied, that whatever is contradiftory 


to theſe, muſt be contrary to the Authority of 


Divine Revelation; and that whatever Tranſſar 
tions, Interpretations, or Comments have been 
made, not agreeing with the Divine Attributes, 
muſt be human, and have no Command upon our 
Aﬀſent to force our Belief. 
AND TI wiſh all boneſt Maraliſis would but 
weigh theſe Obſervations, I ſhould then hope, ma- 
ny of them would turn their Pens, to reform 1 
Abuſes put upon the Scriptures, and to juſtify, in- 
Heul of condemning, thoſe Divine Compoſures. 
T CONFESS, I am heartily ſorry that I 
have been obliged to male the former, too juſt, 
Obſervations, that even the very Defendants of 
the Seripture- Revelation, and, I hope, Imay jay, 
the honeſt-defigning Tranſlators of them, ſhould, 
without Dehn, become the chief Enemies of their 
Authority ; which, according to the beſt of my 
Obſervations, muſt be owing to a Want of Cautis 
en in the aforeſaid Method, which I have, in all 


my former Warks, taken Care #0 herd, ang 
Hall in my future, if God permit me to go tbr 
more, and which I recommend to all in the like 


Attempts; and I doubt not, but that ſuch an 
uni ber ſal Practice would ſoon retrieve the Au- 
thority of the Divine Revelation from God to 
Mankind, and make it ſhine in its true Beauty 


xvi The PREFACE. 
and Brightnefs ; «which though many honeſt. Pens 
have endeavoured to effett, yet ſ long as there 
remain ſo many, who pretend to be its Advocates, 
whoſe Interpretations carry along with them ma- 
nifeſt Cyntradictions to the Divine Attributes, 
| Theſe will ever prove greater Enemirs to the Re- 
2 of its Truths, than all the open Oppoſers of 
them. 13 Ts | | 
BUT as I would always think as charitably of 
Mankind as I can judge reaſonable, I think it 
proper to declare my Belief, that the Advocates 
for Revelation, who thus prove its Enemies, are 
without Defign or View of injuring it; and that, 
I they had foreſeen that ſuch Effects would have 
attended- their Works, . ould willingly have 
fuppreſſed them. e een ee DAY: 
' ON the other Hand, Invould hope, that ma- 
ny honeſt-defigning Moraliſts <vould diſcover Beau- 
5, Concord, and Harmony, in the Revealed Will 
of God, and would throw off. their former Pre- 
judices, and gladly embrace its Diftates, if it 
was but put into a true Light, and freed from 
thoſe thick Fogs and Mijts wherewith it has been 
clouded, by falſe Interpretations, » 
AN as I am perſuaded that the Methods, 
T have purſued, are built upon firm Foundations, 
fo this, or any of the Attempts which I have 
made, or may hereafter make, I ſhall, in humble 
Sincertty, commit to the World, as my beſt Tudg= 
zent, and only aviſh them Succeſs, according to 
r 
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The IN TRODUCT1oON, 


ds univerſally agreed, that the 
Divine and Necelfary Exiſtence 

= is Being of infinite Holineſs, 
Juſtice, Mercy, Goodneſs, c. 
but it is as variouſly diſputed, _ 
Wherein theſe Attributes of the 
Divine Nature do conſiſt; as if the common. 
Acceptation of the Terms ſhould have a diffe- 
rent Signification, when made uſe of with Ap⸗ 
plication to God, to what we. concelve of them, . 
when we uſe them with reſpect to ourſelves, 
| „ener a 3b 


Bu r to what Purpoſe do we. attribute theſe 
Tertfis to God, if it be not t& communicate to 
one another fuch Juſt Tens of him, as we are 
capable to conceive from them? And how can 
theſe Terms give us other Ideas of them, than 

= what 


5 
N 
| 
\ 


plicd to ourſehvs? | | 7 
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what we look upon them to vii. — 


N a 1 | 
8 „ 


4 


Wr are, indeed, under theT of 
6 2 but, 
the more any Man arrives towards it, in the 
common Acceptation of the Words of Holineſs, 
Fuſtice, Goodneſs, and Mercy, we conceive the 


more worthily of him, and do not imagine, 


that theſe Qualities can be of one Kind in one 
Man, and of another Kind in another ; or that 
Authority and Power, in one Man over ano- 
= can ever change Arbitrarineſs and 

y into Juſtice, - Goodneſs, Mercy, &c. but, 
on 18. other Hand, that Cruelty, ſupported by 
the greateſt Power, 1s only more intolerable. 


"By T, where Juſtice, Goodneſs, ad Mercy, | 
are joined to Power, they are always account- 
ed, amongſt us, to be the moſt 1 
liications, 

Bur, as it cannot be Sr. that 
Man can arrive to Perfection, in this 3 
the greateſt Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Mercy of 
the beſt Men can only give us ſome faint Re- 
ſemblance of thoſe Attributes, which muſt. 


ſhine in the utmoſt Perfection in God. 


* though 0 our © Conceptions cannot "+ a 
the Perfections of them in God, ſince God's 


Perfections — our N * hes aa | 


S ewe. + * 
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can never be — to 3 our Con- 
ee of them. 


Tur. very Nauwe of Goodneſs i imp * Juſ- 
tioe and Mercy; for, if a Man is oh ta 
act in a Manner agreeable to Equity and Mer- 

l preſently gains the Character of a good 
Nor can the infinite Juſtice of God be 
to his concomitant Attributes of Love 


| — Mercy, a Fc. which always concentre one 


in another, and may be always fai by 
one another, 


te, then, he is good, who is merciful and 
juſt, and, becauſe juſt and merciful, he is ho- 
ly and good 3 then he, that is perfectly one, is 
perfectly all; ſo that he, that is abſolutely 
good, muſt be abſolutely merciful, juſt, and 
holy; and, as theſe ſhine in Perfection in the 
Divine Eſſence, though they dazzle and con- 
found our e ee yet this can ne- 
ver contradict our Conceptions of them. | 


1 then, give God theſe Titles 
_- his-real Attributes, "and yet maintain Doc- 


trines (as they pretend, from his Revealed Will) 


contrary to Men's Apprehenſions of theſe At- 


tributes, ſeem only to compliment him with 


the Titles, while, 4 their Doctrines, they de- 
ny him the very Eſſence of them, by repre- 
— him Pay ſome do, and many have done) | 

as un Arbitenty Being, and an Almighty Ty- 
ant: Still, I fay, giving him theſe Epitbets ag 
G Complie 


20 The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 
"Compliments, while, by their Interpretit ations 
of his Revealed Will, i is plain, they would 
repreſent his Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Mercy, 


as quite different from our e of 
* ä N 


: - $ THE-335 


B UT tack deep teee cher Cay Hohg 
with them any Contradictions to our Contep« 


no Declarations of God's Will to us, nor any 
Deeree, Purpoſe, or Foreknowledge in Goch, 
can ever be contradictory to his own Attributes, 


or our Conceptions of them, When Juftly regu- 
lined,” Wk * 


terpretations, who have not ſearched into — 
true and genuine Meaning of theſe miſr 

ſented Texts, but relying on the Judgment of 
theſe Interpreters, if they have not been Tn dees 
into the Current of the Error, they have ſome- 
times, to ſhun it, denied the Scriptures to be 


3 the Revealed Will of God to Mankind; be- 


cauſe they have from thence imagined, chat 


the Scriptures both contradicted themſelves and 
the Attributes of God. 


Tx E Conſequences of which Errors mut 
be very pernicious; ſince the one leads Men to 


18 wrong Notions of God and Religion, and the 


: Other to a Diſregard of his ſacred Laws and 
[| Holy Inſtitutions; and ought therefore to be 
. avoided, by a 5 Care to obſerve, 


4-0 -M-- 


tions of theſe Attributes, muſt be falſe ; firice 


Hit NcE ſome Men, Kom theſe wreſted Tis, | 


that 


CQOMaaAnalASCHS KH 
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that no fuch wreſted Interpretations be made, 
or rectived, that carry along with them Con- 
tradictions to the Divine Attributes; 3 nor that 
any Part of the Scriptures be acknowledged to 

be truly interpreted, or tranſlated; that cannot 


be made Appear to to he agreeable thereunto. —] 


29 J! J 21 


Tr E tyres; which are Tech., 48 Ca | 
E 43 we in Or obſerye, conſiſt of eo 


$9%8 


— 2 — 5 a dose Connection witli the 
Laws and Precepts therein contained : The 
Laws and Precepts are ſo Divine, and calcu- 
lated for 'the Good of Mankind, that even the 
Enemtles of Revelation have confeſ'd them to 
be the peſt Schetne” of Laws in the whole 
World; and I cannot ſee, how they can deny 
the Inference neceſſarily flowing from thence, 
That" they” mu 8 be mere e, buman 

Compoſers.” 8 . 


e * 
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' AND*as it was nebel that hs Chan Ki 
ſers of the Scriptures' ſhould' be affiſted by the 
Divine Spirit, in laying down ſuch Tn and | 
Precepts, that ſhould bring us to Happineſs; 
and as the Hiſtory of the Creation, and ſuc- 
ceeding Changes, muſt neceſfatily be mixed 
with theſe Laws and Precepts, having ſo cloſe 
a Connection one with another, to bring to our 
Underſtandings the Reaſon of Things ; fo, in 


the Hiſtorical Parts thereof, as far as the Wri- 5 


ters of them were either perſonally acquainted 
ow 


kde Bible, were wrote wi 


14 
AEGIS DP ee eat % 76 „„ —— — <>". erp * 


1 >— ors 


_ 
* — © — 8 
＋?ũ :2::??: «% —— 0 —- 


— 0 — 


22 The Chriſtian Philoſopher; 
with the Tranſactions, they wrate about, or 


had the Hiſtories by them, of the Times and 


Things, of which they wrote, there was, per- 
ape, not always a Neceſſity of any other In- 
piration, than a Fidelity above Temptation; 
and it is therefore very reaſonable to "=" — 
that many of the Hiſtorical Accounts, we have 


Giate Revelation from God, and wer e intended, 


55 the W. riters, to incite our Imitation of , vir- 


Dy OA, and to err againſt, vi nk 


OS i 4 1 4 1081. 


x 
+4 #+ v9 1224 144 OL! of & > 


hor ki even ai Reg x to. Precepts, 
St, Paul has, in the Seve ter. of his 
i ſtan ta the e taught; us not 
to ound the Divine Commands with his 

rivate ment; and, where there can ariſe 
any Difficulty, let us take Care to obſerve the 
_ Rules, and then, I think, all _ 
able Men may be ſufficient guard e 
falling inte Errors by falſe. —— 0 
the i and ny; b Weener 5-thei 
Divine Auth * 
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mi ve e that Moſes EY be 
fornithed, # 7 e Hiſtory L Tradition 


rich the Accaurits, which he has given us, © 
e Creatian, and antediluvian World; but that 
wrote it 155 Inſpiration, or a e eee 


ane. 1s not anly 50 25 from his OR 
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of ate Helps, but alſo from the Conciſeneſs, 
and yet Fulneſs, of the Hiſtory itſelf ; which 
clearly ſets forth the Divine Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodneſs of God, in his Works of Creation 
and Redemption, which could not be diſco- 
vered to us, but by God himſelf. 


Ap, that his Accounts thereof 2 cor- 
feſpond to what becomes the Dighity' af the 
Divine Attributes, I hope to make appear, in 


the following Diſcourſes : In which I ſhall, 


I. SYEw God's End and Defan i in Cre- 
ating Man; and why God did not ereate Man 
fo, that he could not fall; or why God, fore- 
ſeeing, that Man would fall, did yet create him. 


II. 1 5HALL  confider Am and Eve's 


| Tranſꝑreſſion, with their Humility and Shame 


for it ; and God's Promiſe to redeem them, and 
to raiſe them and their Pofterity to a Capacity 
of greater Advantages, _ they enjoyed in 
their ry: : 


III. Is air alin * the Revelation 
of «this Redemption has never — been fully 
made known to ſuch of Adam's Poſterity, who 
had, by Succeſſions of Generations, loſt the 
Accounts of it, for Want of truc Tradition 1 
and ſhew, that, notwithſtanding that, they 
are ſtill under the Influences of the Brac of 
Redemption | 
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24 The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 
Of the Creation of Man. 


HE End and Deſign of God's 5 Creating | 
Man was, to ſerve and obey him; not 


| that Man could thereby render his Creator the 


more happy, by his Service and Obedience, or 


make the leaſt? Addition to his abſolute- Pers 


8 


_— 
= _ _ PRE s * . *** 


T HE Gees of lr muſt, then, ks 12 
Act, not only of almighty Power, but of infi- 
nite Goodneſs to Man himſelf, excluſive of 
any Views in the great Creator to advance his 


own Happineſs, which can neither admit 9 


| DONORS nor Diminution. 


Tuts muſt be plain, ealy; ahd nate to 
conceive, and is the very Voite both of Rea- 


ſon and Scripture, that the Perfection and 


Happineſs of our great Creator are ce 
incapable of Increaſe, and canhot ens fs 
_ to, by =P Acts of created ings. 


Aub 28 no Acts of Duty and Obedience, 
from his Creatures, can poſſibly add any Thing 


to his Happineſs ; ſo neither can any Acts of 


Sin, or Diſobedience, ſubtract any Thing from 
it, he for ever remaining e — . 


As, 


NU 
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15 As, then, chere can be nothing added to 
our Creator's infinite Perfections, and therefore, 
in the Creation of Man, he could have no 


Views of advancing himſelf, it muſt neceſſarily 


follow, that God's End and Deſign, in cre- 


ating Man, was to make him a Being, on whom 
he might beſtow Happineſs, and communicate 
ſuch of his Perfections to him, that he ſhould 
be qualified to receive; and that Man ſhould 
be, by ſuch Communications, made happy in 


bis Creator, 


Ap, as this was certainly the original End | 
of Man's Creation, therefore God endued him 
with Reaſon and Intelligence, above the reſt of | 
his Fellow-creatures, and committed the Care, 
and Management, and Government of them 
to his Truſt ; on the wiſe Conduct of which, | 
together with his Allegiance and Duty to his 


Creator, in one particular Inſtance, in which 


God required his Obedience, depended the 
Continuance of him and his Poſterity in origi- 
nal Purity and Happineks, | 1: 


Fox, as he was created a reaſonable Being, | 
he muſt neceſſarily be endued with ſuch a Will, | 
as would enable him to chuſe his own Actions, 
otherwiſe he could not be a reaſonable Crea-" | 
ture; for Reaſon and Free- agency are inſepara- 
bly joined, fo that, where the one is, the o- 
ther will be; for, take away Free-agency, and 
that” will imply Frationality and perfect Ma- 

3 wo D 


chinery ; 
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3 the Creation of Man. 
HE End and Deſign of God' $ Creating 0 


Man was, to ſerve and obey him; not 


that Man could thereby render his Creator the 


more happy, by his Service and Obedience, or 


make the leaſt Addition to his abſolute Pers 


0 r | 


— of 
* 


fas Coma of Man muſt, then be a 
AR, not only of almighty Power, but of infi- 
nite.. Goodneſs to Man himſelf, excluſive of 
any Views in the great Creator to advance his 
own Happineſs, which can neither admit 9 
. nor Diminution. 


Tuis muſt be plain, eaſy; ahd Wün- t to 
conceive, and is the very Voite both of Rea- 


ſon and Scripture, that the Perfections and 


Happineſs of our great Creator are neceſſarily 
incapable of Increaſe, and cannot e be 
n to, by ny: Acts of created * 
Aud as no Acts of Duty and Obedience; 
fram his Creatures, can poſſibly add any Thing 


to his Happineſs; ſo neither can any Acts of 


Sn, or Diſobedience, ſubtract any Thing from 
it, he for ever remaining unchangodbeg.” — * 
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As, then, there can be nothing added to 
our Creator's infinite Perfections, and therefore, 
in the Creation of Man, he could have no 
Views of advancing himſelf, it mult neceſſarily 
follow, that God's End and Deſign, in cre- 
ating Man, was to make him a Being, on whom 
he might beſtow Happineſs, and communicate 
ſuch of his Perfections to him, that he ſhould 
be qualified to receive; and that Man ſhould 
be, by ſuch Communications, made happy in in 


| his Creator, 


* 


Ann, as this was certainly the original End 
of Man's Creation, therefore God endued him 
with Reaſon and Intelligence, above the reſt of 
his Fellow-creatures, and committed the Care, | 
and, Management, and Government of them 
to his Truſt ; on the wiſe Conduct of which, 
together with his Allegiance and Duty to his 


Creator, in one particular Inſtance, in which 


God required his Obedience, depended the 
Continuance of him and his Poſterity i in origi- 
nal Purity and Happinels. 


Fox, as he was created a reaſonable Being, 
he muſt neceſſarily be endued with ſuch a Will, | 
as would enable him to chuſe his own Actions, 
otherwiſe he could not be a reaſonable Crea-' | 
ture; for Reaſon and Free-agency are inſepara- 
bly joined, fo that, where the one is, the o- 
ther will be; for, take away Free-agency, and 
her” will raphy Trrationality and perfect Ma- 


chinery ; 
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chinery ;- - and whatever ſo acts, can never bo 


| accountable for its Actions, or be rewarded. o 


puniſhed for them, by a Judge of infinite lu 


Ii tice and Equity. 
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W it appearing, as above obſerved, that 
God' s Creation of Man muſt be an A& of i in- 


| finite Goodneſs, and that he could not create 


him a reaſonable Being, but muſt thereby 
make him a Free-agent, 2. that therefore it 
would be in his Power either to obey, or diſo+ 
bey his Creator, it will then neceffarily appear 
reaſonable, that his Obedience, or Diſobedi- 

ence, would either recommend him to his Cro- 
ator's Favour, or lay him open to his Puniſh, 


ment: For, as his Acts muſt be Acts of his 


own Chuſing, he muſt deſerve either Rev 

or Puniſhment, according to his Obedience, or 
Piſobedience to the Command of his 
who. had given him ſeaſonable G e 20d 


Commands i to refrain the Evil of Sin, and ſuffi- 


giently warned him, what the Conſequences of 
Diſobedience would be; and it will then ne- 


Ceſſarily follow, that his Acts, whether of O- 
|| bedience or Diſobedience, could only affect him- 
ſelf, the Subjects Which he was made Gover- 


nor of, and his Poſterity, of which he ſhould 
become the Father ; both of which muſt have. 
their Tranquility dependent; in a great Mea- 
ſure, upon the wiſe Conduct and well Go- 
emen of their Prince and Nahr. Ob TV. 


By T hereby can no o Change wiſein his e- 


ator, 
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ator, whether this Man obey, or diſobey; his 
Creator has acted as an infinitely wiſe and good 
Being, in creating him with the Powers and 
Faculties of Intelligence, Reaſon, and Wiſdom; 
and giving him ſufficient Strength to have con- 
tinued in that State of Purity, in which he had 
at firſt created him: And for any Man to find 
Fault with God, becauſe he did not create 
Man ſo, that he could not poſſibly fall from his 
firſt Purity, is juſt the ſame, as to blame God | 
that he endued 1 9 — with Reaſon, and thereby i 
made it poſſible for him either to obey, or dif- 
obey; which Acts being in his own Power and 
Choice, he muſt neceſſarily do the one, or th 
other; and, although God may be allowed to 
foreſee what Man 3 do in this Caſe, yet 
God's Foreſight thereof did not in the leaſt lay 
any Conſttaint. upon his Actions, but Mans 
Till was as free and unconſtrained, as if Gd 
; did not at all foreſee how he would ac; 


Ir God's Foreſight had been the Occaſion 
of his Actions, Man could, then, only have been 
a Machine, actuated only by God's Foreſight, 
as the Spring that puts the Machine in Motion, 
which was confined ſo to act, as that it was im- 
poſſible it ſhould act otherwiſe © But if ſo, what 
then becomes of Man's Reaſon? Does he not 
anſwer the End and Deſign of his Creation ? 
For what ſhall he be blamed, or commended ? 
For what ſhall he either be rewarded, or go 
niſhed ? 


* * 
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| the 
It Ir he is under a Neceſſity of acting as he Da 
does, he anſwers the End of his Maker, who ing 
gave him that Neceſſity of acting: And ſhall net 
gas juſt Being create any Beings, capable of Re- wh 
In wards and Puniſhments from their Obedience, as 1 
or Diſobedience, and yet enjoin them ſuch is N 
Laws, which he never intends they ſhall be har 
able to keep; but that, by his Foreknowledge ſo 1 
that they will not keep them, they ſhall be diſ- pen 
abled from Obedience, and yet, for Diſobedi- wil 
ence, they ſhall be under the fame Puniſhment, 
as if it had been in their own Power to have o- ] 
deyed? 12 for 
wy | * | con 
I; TH1s appears ridiculous, monſtrous, and Ob 
a bſurd to imagine of the Supreme Creator, and and 
very much beneath the Dignity of the Divine Suc 
Being: His Foreſight of our Actions, then, diſc 
c⸗can never be the Occaſion of them, but our the 
Actions the Occaſion of his Foreſight, His ahd 
I Foreſight, as we call it (to bring it within the to a 
1 Compaſs of our Conceptions) is no more, in con 
the Almighty Creator, than a preſent Know- | 
' ledge of all Things, all Things to him being I 
preſent ; and therefore all our Actions are ſion 
preſent to him at one View, as they have are 
been, are, or will be tranſacted ; for the very it is 
b ſame Reaſon that they have been, are, or will be For 
tranſacted by our own Wills, and Power of AQ 
I Pree-agency, and not by any compulſive Force bec: 
from his Foreknowledge, any more than what fore 
we may properly call our Foreknowledge of ton 


the 


the Succeſſion of the Seaſons, the Returns of 
Day and Night, the Lengthening and Shorten- 
ing of the Days, the Configurations of the Pla- 
nets, and the Eclipſes of the Luminaries; all 


which we can foreſee, or foreknow, and do 


as naturally expect: Yet our Foreſight of them 
is not in the leaſt the Occaſion that they do fo 
happen, nor lays the leaſt Conſtraint upon them 
ſo to fall out ; but, becauſe they will ſo hap- 

n, it is, that therefore we foreſee that they 
will ſo ſucceed, 


IT may be replied, That theſe Things are 
foreſeen by us, becauſe they are ſettled in the 
conſtant Laws of Nature, which, by continued 
Obſervations, have been found to keep regular 
and eſtabliſhed Laws ; and that, by a repeated 
Succeſſion. of their orderly Revolutions, it is 
diſcovered that they act by certain Rules, which 
they catinot, of themſelves, ever deviate from ; 
and as they have acted, and do ftill fo continue 
to act, therefore we foreſee, how they will ſtill 
continue to ſucceed. 


Tux x it is not our Foreſight, that occa- 
ſions them ſo to act; but the Laws which they 
are under, that produce our Foreſight ; and ſo 
it is the ſame, as is before obſerved, of God's 
Foreſight, that it is not, becauſe he foreſees our 
Actions, that lays any Conſtraint upon us, but 
becauſe, by our own free Wills, we will act, he 
foreknows our Actions, if we may ſo term it, 
to make it agreeable to our Apprehenfion, 

For 
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30 The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 


For if we can foreſee Things, in the coni- 
mon Courſe of Nature, that will certainly come 
to paſs amongſt the inanimate Globes of the U- 

niverſe, may we not allow the infinite Being 
and Almighty Creator, of both them and us, 
to be poſſeſſed of all the Knowledge of SP 
paſt, preſent; and to come; even at one, al- 
ways, preſent View? And, if our Knowledge 
can reach the Foreſight of the common Confi- 
gurations and Appearances of the inanimate 
Globes of our Syſtem, and yet be no Cauſe, or 
Occaſion. of the Configurations and Appea- 
rances; then how ſhall it be thought unrea- 
fonable, that God ſhould foreſee all the Tranſ- 
actions of the rational Part alſo of his Crea- 
tion, when directed by Reaſon, without their 
being under any Conſtraint, or Neceflity of 
acting, becauſe he foreſees how they will act, 


as well as we foreſee the Succeſſions of Sea- 


fons, Sc. which are under no Neceflity of their 


* 


ledge of them ? 


conſtant Revolutions, from our Foreknow- 


a then, God foreſees all the Tranſactions 


of his Creatures, he muſt neceſſarily foreſec; 
when he created Adam in a State of Parity, and 


made him a reaſonable Creature, that he would 
certainly fall from his firſt Purity, in which he 


created him. 


Ir any Man ſhall ask, Why God, foreſce⸗ 
ing that the Man, he would create, would cer- 


fog tainly 
5 
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tainly fall from his firſt Purity, and plunge him- 


ſelf, his Subjects, and Poſterity into Vanity, 


and ſubject them to Miſery and Slavery; why 


therefore this Foreſight did not reſtrain God in 
his Defign of creating him? I anſwer's : 


I am perſuaded, and fully Wine that this 
Foreſight would certainly have induced his Cre- 
ator to have with- held his Hand in the Creation 
of Adam, ſince he could have no further Views, 
in the Creation of him, than to make him and 
all his Poſterity capable of being happy, had he 
not likewiſe fareſcen Adam's Shame and Hu- 
mility (of which in the next Section) that there- 
by he would render. himſelf an Object of his 
Mercy, and thereupon likewiſe fully intended 
and determined, by an Act of infinite Love and 
Mercy, to redeem him and his Poſterity, and 
to reſtore them to the moſt valuable Means of 
Reconciliation; upon which it would be in tho 
Choice of every'one of Adam's Deſcendants to 
accept the Means of Grace, and Jan I 
of Mercy, to be communicated to them by ary 
inward Light in the promiſed Seed of the M. 
man, JESUS CHRIS J, to guide and 
direct them in the Choice of their Actions, 


which they ſhould ſtand, or fall, in the tp | 


ment of their awn Conſciences, 


AnD, though all Adam's Pofterity ar are, 
his Tranſgreſſion, ſubjected to manifold Evi 


in this Life, and to Death itſelf; yet the glo- 


rious and infinitely wonderful Redemption, " by by 
Fe 
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32 The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 

Feſas Cbriſt, has placed all his Poſterity in a 
Condition of more than equal Happineſs with 
Adam in his Purity, fince the Promiſes, made 
to an Obedience to that ſecond Covenant and 
Diſpenſation of Mercy, are vaſtly greater than 
the Promiſes, made to Adam's Obedience, 


EC SE. I 
Of Man's Tranſgreſſion, and Redemp- 


tion. 


f OW God had created Adam in a State 
Jof Innocence and Purity, and placed 
him on the Earth, which was then called Pa- 
radiſe (for the whole Earth, at that Time, was 
capable of being a Paradiſe, or Place of Delights 
and Pleaſures) notwithſtanding he could be pla- 
ced but upon one Part of the Globe, and where 
he was placed, was called The Garden of Eden; 
which Garden abounded with all Things, that 
could yield-the Pleaſures of Life, in all the De- 
lights of the bodily Senſes, as far as the Capa- 
cities of our firſt Parents could wiſh for, or de- 
ſire, in the State and Condition, they were 
created in: And likewiſe the Trees and Herbs 
of the Garden were ſo created, that their Seeds 
were in themſelves, for the Increaſe and Mul: 
tiplication of their Kinds, to replenith the Earth, 


* 


a8 


niet to repleniſh. it; who 


them; e ſeems to be all they were to be 
employed in, b by their Orders to dreſs the Gar- 
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s the Inhabitants thereof ſhould increaſe and 

might remove | 
and plant whatever ſeemed moſt agreeable to 


den, or to ſee to order the Increaſe of the Trees 
and Herbs, that produced: the. Fruits, from 
woes ther Faure Gl teens: ers ig 


> 
* RL » - = 8 


Axp now, as dur fir * were placed 
— there was Plenty of all neceſſa- 


ry Proviſions, which: could give them eithet 


Pleaſace, or Satisfaction ; and nothing therein 
WRONG ee that could afford either. 


nur thete Wan one Fruit only; among f th f 
it, tat W of fuck a - iſonous Quality, 
chat, if they thould cat of that Fruit, their Fa- 
culties wyould be affected, and their Immorta- 


lity would: ceafe ; of this onfy, God commanded 
them that they ſhould not tat; plainly telling 


ne, that, Ir the Bay, they 
2 


wee os a | ratloal Creax ; 
re implies a Being that ought to have ſome: YN 
Law; or Lars, o be governed by; becauſo 
the of 2 Creatures muſt con- 
fiſt in their Conformity and Obedience to the 
Laws of juſt Government, which always im- 
11 Rewards ä but, — 
ere 


* 


re or become 1 
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3 E thereis no Law, there is no ee 
|. inſtead of Happineſs, Confuſion will ariſe, 


[i Now our firſt Parents did not. Jad content 
Cl. thenfelves with-the Enjoyment. of all 

allowed, and that ſuited only with their pre- 
ſent Pleaſure' and Happineſs, but tranſgreſſed 
the Commandment given them, by eating 
the pernicious Fruit of the Tree of — 


„Bor it is 'obſervable, as ſoon as they bad 
tranſgreſſed the Commandment. given them, 
though, before; they had flattered: themſelves 
with not only eſcaping: the Puniſhment threa- 
tened, but alſo to become as Gods in Know- 
ledge, that they guck found themſelves miſ— 
taken, and — — on * a ſubtle Enemy, and 
| acknowledged their 2 and Inability, to- 
vindicate their Proceedings to their Maker; — 
| therefore, inſtead of pleading their Innocence, 
i”. or: defending their Act of Diſobedierice, they, 
immediately upon being charged with the ga 
” _ own their Nakedneſs, and-iplead: — ones 
acknowledge their on Inſufficiency to 
in Judgment againſt their Maker's juſt Adcuſas: 
| tions, and therefore throw — © 4 at his 
Foot-ſteol, to be dealt with in Juſtice accofd- 
ing to their-Delerts, if Men which::they: 
| could not preſume to ask, could not be e 
by a free Act of —_ Lore and e 


Fon it may i 8 Ant A dl | 


covered, 


Eve, — their „ immediately diſ- 


ʒßr Eo RED 
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eovered; and owned their Nakedneſs, which 


was, perhaps, of two Kinds, both of Body 
and Soul; and that the Nakedneſs of their 


Bodies they ſeek to conceal, by cloathing 
themſelves with Aprons made of Fig-leaves ; 


but the Nakedneſs of their Souls they found 
themſelves unable to cover, being robbed of 
the Robes of Innocence and Righteouſneſs, 
and ſo- become deprived of the Image of their 
Maker; upon which Account they ſought to 


flee from his Preſence, as being unable to an- 


ſwer to the Charge of Guilt, which, their 


Conſciences told them, he had to lay againſt 


80 that, when they heard the Voice of 
God in the Garden, they found themſelves 
ſelf- condemned, and faw the Nakedneſs both 
of their bodily and ſpiritual Condition; and, 
inſtead of diſputing by their natural Strength 


of Reaſon, and Arguments from their neu- ac- 
quired Knowledge, to make a Vindication of 


their Act of Diſobedience, they anſwer to God's 
Enquiry, Adam, Where art thou? as if, in 
our Way of ſpeaking, God had faid : Adam, 


What is the Reaſon thou endeavoureſt to e- 


ſcape from my Preſence, which 3 gave 
thee the moſt delightful. Satisfaction? In An- 


- 


ſwer to which, being Thunder-ſtruck at the 


 Conkciouſnes of Guilt, Alam, trembling, 


anſwered: I heard thy Voice in the Garden; 
end F was afraid, becauſe I was nuked; and I 


hid myfelf. As if he had ſaid: When heard | 
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36 De Chriſtian Philofopher᷑. 
thy Voice in the Garden, I found in 
an Unfitneſs tg. appear in thy 7 

could not preſume to ſtand! before thee, bo 
cauſe I was naked, or had loſt theſe innocent 
Qualifications, that uſed to be the 


was, 
1 
1 ment of e. in in Cant yy N 
i 


baut alſo his Deſire to flee from the Puniſhment 
of it, by hiding himſelf, as not being able 


a 


|] TarnaIOns, mh God pt the von 


ery, ---- H/bo told thee, that thou waſt na- 
Haft thou eaten of the Tree, wherief J 


D 
| openly owned the Fat, and, in the loweſt 


gave bim, had given it t him, nd be did eat 
which Fact _ —_— — humbleſt 
anner, confeſſed ſhe was guilty of, through 
der being deguiled 


* 


and not fit to a in his Preſence 
Nen their Nah ia: the 


por having up Bl to fo 
hn N ad "Top 


in | 
Submiſſion, confeſſed, that the Woman, be. 


80 that they: both arr | 
de firſt Charge, and confeſſed —. 


Reaſon of 
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The Chriſtian Phileſopher. zy 
their Endeavour to hide themſelyes from it ; 
As if they had ſaid, in our , We 


_ confeſs, n 55 ga 


Diſobedience to thy juſt Command, and are 
unable to vindicate, or excuſe ourſelves ; nor 


have any Thing to alledge in our own De, 
fence, in ſuffering ourſelves. to have the Per- 
ſuaſion, or Suggeſtians, of a Creature to o- 
ver- ballance the Commands of thee our moſt 


bountiful and benevalent Creator; but da 


find, that we are herehy become naked, and 


| deſtitute of thoſe Robes of Innocence and 


Rightequſneſg, wherewith thou hadſt cloath- 
ed us: And, as we found it a Shame alſo to 
appear naked in Body, we have made our. 
felves A of Fig: leaves ta cover our bo- 


dily Nakedneſs; but as for the Nakedneſs of 


by wang which we endeayoured eee 
ourſelves, we find we are her 
unable to. cover; we are guilty, and nd 
to flee from thy Juſtice, to which we are now 
pbnaxiaus, and therefore leave ourſelves ta 
thy juſt Sentence of Neath, and have nat the 
r r neo ah thy Merey. 
Turs Shame and Hurallity of ave firſt Pac 
rents, who, not perſiſting in their Error, but 
confeſſing their- without preſu- 
ming ta ask Mercy, but waiting the Execution 
of the Sentence againſt their Diſobedience, 
thereby (notwithſtanding the irreverfible: den- 
tence of Mortality, which fell upon therm and 
-_ Nie brought. down the "nr 
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38 The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 
Grant of infinite Mercy and Love, to be exhi- 
bited to them and all their Poſterity, in that 


moſt reviving Promiſe of a Redeemer to come 
of the- Seed 4 _—_ OE to bruiſe . . 


| OT Head. | 
Wu ICH Promiſe of C 2 2 ad | 


rents may be thus paraphraſed: Since ye have 
made this humble Acknowledgement of your 

Shame and Nakedneſs, and have not, by 
preſuming to vindicate your Diſobedience, 
turned it to Rebellion, but have intirely diſ- 
approved of your Act; I will again cloath you 
with my Sor's Righteouſneſs, whom 1 will 
cauſe, in Fulneſs of Time, to be made Fleſh 
of the Seed of the Moman; who will perform 
the Law of Righteouſneſs for you (which you 


now with you had continued in) and he ſhall 


alſo ſuffer in your Stead ; whereby you ſhall 
again be reſtored to a Covenant of Mercy, ob- 
tain a Reſurrectian to Life, and be made ca- 
pable to enjoy an bappy. Immortality. And, 
in Confirmation that I will thus cover your 
ſpiritual Nakedneſs, behold, I have made 
you Coats of * to cover Neu 8 0 Na- 


ae 


Ap. now I cannot pas without 4 eee. 
able Inference, Ee 


Bx Rob the Force and Efficacy of Hu- 


mility ty, Shame, and Sorrow for Sin! When, 


= * the very. Powers of Heaven are 
bowed 
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bowed to raiſe and exalt the Lowly, * 1 
find a Way and Means for Mercy | Merey! 
=O which we are all born Hezrs, as well 
is we became Heirs. of the Death of Adam : 
for our prom: * Redeemer” hath taken away 
the Sting of Death, triumphed over the Grave, 
and opened 4 Door of Salvation to all that o- 
bey him, 


COROLLARY. 


x * X 
N b 1 *. 3 
© 23 17 I i * 


I: any ſhall think the Yoks of CHRIST 


heavy, and his Task hard, who requires 

we ſhould die to the World and live u 
to God, and mihd the World only Ay 
common Support; ag a Traveller does: his Inn E 
and ſet our Hearts upon the Treaſures f 
Heaven, purchaſed and laid up for us by him 
in the Concluſion of qur Journey: I fay, if 
any ſhall think this too hard a Task, and ſhalb 
rather chuſe to take up with the Affairs ef: 
this Life for his 2 ov Good and chief H 
pineſs; let him not blame Adam, becauſe 
muſt leave this World, ſince. he has been * 
vited by Chriſt, either inwardly, ox outward- 
ly or choth, to accept of ten Thouſand Times 
more valuable Treaſures, and on Terms as 
eaſy to be complied with and oheyed, ſo far: 
2 him be accepted, as it was | for Ao 

ve kept the Law given to him {1 

therefore wiſh not thou hadſt been Adam, toi 


hate N his enn 1855 e Laws 


beg 
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thee; which thou art as capable of pol herds 
ng, as thou wouldſt have been to 1 hep 
the Law given to Alam, and from the 
ſervation. of which thou haſt a Oy Pros 
wh * oh better Na | 
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chtauꝑgli his Tranſg 
| form — W. vain”, aro 
© HR 18T's Obedience. Death, and Re 
_ farreQion; they; are alfo born Heirs to dit 
Redemption, whach' he: forall, who' 
d not wilfully: fell, ar forfeit their Krths 
nights, - whether they enjoy! NI 2d 
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Fon, where tie . 43 OR 
reached it can N expected, that 
lach of A- Polternx be ſubjedt u he 
Eaw of Reaſon e Ee. 


though they are aſked by! thay imgard Light Light 


of Jssus Cu sr, dt gives every Man, 

that comes into the World,” æ Choice in the 

of his Actions, yet it can be only 

a glinunering Light ta thoſe, who want the 

open Peclarations of CHRIST'S * 
an 
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| und Purpoſes to them, compared with what 


we enjoy, that have the Advantages from Re- 
velation, and that thankfully embrace it; for 
we have the Opportunity of Information, and 
Improvements in the Knowledge of the Will 
of our bleſſed Lord, being aſſured of his good 
Deſigns and Purpoſes to bring all, that obey 
him, to a bleſſed Reſurrection and Immorta- 
lity. 


is, then, it be a Blefling to have the Be- 
nefits of God's Will revealed to us, as it cer- 
tainly is to all who will truly embrace it: 
If it ſhould be asked, Wherefore then hath 
not God thus extenfively revealed it to the 


whole World; which he could equally have 


done, if he had ſeen it needful, being infinite 
in Power and Goodneſs; yet, notwithſtand- 
ing; do we not fee, that; though we enjoy this 


bleſſed Light, there are Multitudes of others 


in the World, that do not diſcern it, and have 
no other Guide; than the Religion of Na- 
ture? If, then, ſuch Revelation was ne- 


ceſſary for the Well-being of Mankind, why 


does not God, for the Good of his Creatures; 
extend this Revelation through the whole 
Earth? I anſwer : 


F Turk is no Doubt, but God can tell 
beſt how, and where, and when, and in what 
Degree to reveal himſelf to his Creatures, 


whether inwardly - or outwardly ; and though. 
all good Men defire, that the fame Light, 


they 
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'. they enjoy, might be equally enjoyed and 
made a good Uſe of by all, yet they may reſt 
fatisfied with God's Providential Care, and 
remember, that his Proceedings are not to be 
cenſured ; So that every one ought to reſt ſa- 
tisfied in doing his beſt Endeavours to be obe- 
dient to God, and uſeful to Mankind, and 
truſt that God will raiſe Inſtruments for ſuch 
Purpoſes, when it ſhall be better to make his 
Will known to all, than any longer to ſuffer 
them to remain in Ignorance, ö 


Vu r, 1 wink, I may venture to offers oh 


Reaſon, to vindicate God's Mercy and Juſtics 


in ſtill retaining the Light of the Goſpel-Re- 


velation from i great a Part of the Nationy 
of the Earth. FG 


AnD this I. ball aſſign to the Abuſe, that 


the glorious Light of the Goſpel hath met 
with, even amongſt us of this Nation, ſo much 
blefled with it, and almoſt all other Nations 
of Chri ſtendom ; when even many, amongſt 


us, become dazzled with it, and, ſhat — 


their Eyes againſt it, call for Natural, in 

of Revealed Religion; ; though ſuch Conduct 
diſcovers rather a Deſire of throwing off all 
Reſtraint, than of obſerving 2 Law, either 
Natural or Revealed. 


Bx CcA us whoever truly Adee to Na 


tural Religion, have always been ready to em- 


© brace a Revelation 4 finco the true Senſe of 


Natural 
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The Chriſtian Philoſopher. 43 
Natural Religion always makes Men deſirous 


of being informed beyond the mere Law of 
Nature. | 


Ox of the greateſt of the Heathen Phi- 
loſophers of old declared his Defire and Ex- 
tion of a Revelation from God to Man- 


ind, finding the Defects of all his Searches 


into Natural Religion; though he was, pro- 
bably, able to penetrate as far, as the moſt 
ſagacious of our Modern Reaſoners. 


. AND as ſuch a Revelation would certainly 
have been received with great Foy and Glad- 
neſt, by thoſe Philoſophers, had · they lived in 
the Times and Places of its Promulgation ; ſo 
we find it was ſo. embraced by all good and 


religious Men of all Nations, and, by ſuch, 
was eſteemed as good Tidings of great Foy and 


univerſal Salvation. 


Axn, did not too many, in the Chriſtian 
Part of the World, chuſe Darkneſs rather than 
Tight, becauſe their Deeds are evil, we 
ſhould have Reaſon to hope, that the Light 


of the Goſpel would be more uniyerſally re- 


ceived. 


Bor have we not too many profeſſed 
Chriſtians, who openly acknowledge their Be- 
lief of Revelation, who grow lukewarm, cold, 


* Plato, 


„ 


44 De Chriſtian Philoſopher. 
and careleſs in their Duty, and give the Lye, 


in their Actions, to their Profeſſion ane Pre- 
tenſions ? 


Axp have not Examples been ever found 


- of far more Force, than the greateſt Preten- 


fions and Inſtructions without an ——_— 


Lite? 


Now, if we thus turn our Eyes into the 


profeſſed Chriſtian World, and behold the 


Abuſes of the Goſpel-Revelation, what Reflec- 
tion on GOD's Juſtice can we be able to 


caſt, for ſtill retaining it from ny Parts of 
the World ? 


May not a Deprivation of this Light from 


others, for whom Mercy is purchaſed, as 
well as for us, give them a Del 


re to be bet⸗ 
ter informed, and raiſe in them a Thirſt after 
it, and a Willingneſs to embrace it, if they 


could enjoy the Opportunity ? 


Axp may we not reaſonably fup ſe, 


that God knows beſt how to reſcue them 


from their Ignorance and Darkneſs, whether 
in this Life, or in their Remoyal henee into 


a greater Light, and an happier Eſtate, than 
they could either here — or wiſh for 1 


AND ſhall not many of them riſe up in 


Judgment againſt all Deſpiſers and Rejecters 


1 * Light, that was offered them, in the 
: | Diſpene 


De Chriſtian Philoſopher. 45 
Diſpenſation of the glorious Goſpel of 


ChRIST ? Which was rejected by them 
as vain, or needleſs, either in open Profeſſion, 


as by the Deiſts, and too many of their in- 


conſiderate Writers; or elſe in ſecret Practice, 


as by the Hypocrite; or in publick Profane- 
neſs, as by thoſe given up to Vice and De- 


Ir therefore concerns all true Chriſtians in 
the World, who thankfully receive the Light 
of the Goſpel as good Tidings of great Foy, to 
endeavour to regulate their Actions by it; 


and, if they deſire its Propagation, let them 


live Lives worthy of Imitation, and thereby 
reform its Abuſes, where it is enjoyed ; and 
then may we reaſonably hope, that Truth, 
unobſtructed, would be eaſily diffuſed; and 
that God would aſſiſt our Endeavours to ex- 
tend it to the uttermaſt Parts of the Earth. 
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pz MON G $T the Objections, 
concerning our Modern Mora- 
liſts, to the Scriptures, there is 
yet a common Maxim amongft 
. . ö them, that the Scriptures con- 
== in ſeveral Myſteries 8 


our Comprehenſions; and their Reaſon di- 


rects ten to believe nothing, which cannot 
be made demonſtrable to che Reach of _ 


Capacities, 


Bur why will they believe any Myſteries | 


in Nature; and why do their preſent Senſes o- 
8 them to it; ſince all Nature, in itſelf, 
far myſterious to our niceſt Reaſon of 


Things at preſent, that, were the Belief of 


nothing to be atmitted, but what we can 
comprehend and make demonſtrable, we muſt 


not then believe, even, what our preſent 


Senſes teſtify the Truth of 


As for Inſtance : Let them give me a full 
and clear Account, how the, Animal Life is 


_—_ through the Modification of a Ma- 
terial 


J. oo AS RE. OO gs 


A 


N 


* n 


renek 
terial Body; and how that Material Body is 
fitted, through the ſeveral Bones, Sinews, 
Arteries, Veins, Muſcles, and Skin, to ad- 
mit of Life, and entertain ſpiritual and imma- 


terial Exiſtence ſuperior to itſelf, and thereby 
become capable of Perception, Alion, and 
Morion: If + they can account for this, and 
leave it without a Myſtery, their Scheme 
may, *perhaps, be judged more probable, If 
they can form and modify any Matter (of 
Which there is enough ready prepared to their 
Hands) that ſhall, upon their Modification 
thereof, become perceptive, active, and ſelf- 
moveable, 1 will then acknowiedge it no 
Myſtery above their Comprehenſions; but, 
if they cannot do this, I ſhall ſtill believe it to 
be : And if they will ſtill believe nothing, 
that. they cannot comprehend, let them not 
believe, that there is any ſuch Thing, as Mat- 
ter ever being endued with Life, or ſo modifi- 
ed, as that it could, from that Modification, 
receive Life, and become active: I fay, if they 
cannot comprehend which Way this is effect- 
ed, fo as to imitate and learn to perform the 
ſame, and yet wilt believe no Myſteries, let 
them not believe that themſelves, or any Mat- 
ter whatſoever, are in Being, or have any 
Exiſtence, in the Manner which their Senſes - 
diſcover ; but that they are only ſomething 
actuated by mere Notions ; and that nothing 
is real, that they, feel, ſee, hear, ſmell, or 
taſte ; ſo that, if you would avoid the Be- 

lieving of Myſteries; as a Rock of Offence, 
* 


you 


» © 4 of \ A » * 

45 - 4 — « 

—_ — — *s 

. he T=% 
8 1 


— 
4611 r — 


- * -£ 
8 


1 2 —— IT 7 

5 2 ts. Ns ow Les "S. x 

a x p * $53.3 

zr 
a 5 2 * D x & 
Sr 9 +, gb 32 * 


* * — * - 
— — 
r — 
—_——— 
K x 
N 


— — - — — 
x rr_— OE. 
2 3 — A = - 
a p * - we 
-Þ 2 3 S Ar Se? 
| —— i l 
: 


—_ — — 


48 POS TSG AN ITE 


you unavoidably run upon the Diſbelief of 


your own Senſes, and lay yourſelves under an 
Obligation to account for a greater Myſtery, 


» the Deception of your Senſes than you; ehdea- 


voured to'avoid by not believing thoſe, Myſ= 
teries, which are repreſented to you by your 
Setiſes, becauſe above your Comprehenſion; - 


., Favs you are driven from one Myſtery 
to another, and yet will believe none; yon 
muſt then, upon this Scheme, come to be- 
lieve that you are not at all, or that there is 
not any Being at all, becauſe you find it myſ« 
terious to comprehend the Manner of its Ex- 


0 * 
iſtence; 5 
81 1 Z ; | — — TESTES 
e * * _ 


233 "1 2 1 | 322 
4 , ll. . * | WE ; 3 : 3 * 444 35 
Yo U muſt, then, be forced toretire omk 
this Shelter, becauſe it will afford Os Cana 
fuge; ſince you cannot account how Non-: 
S 2 1441111 3 © A * FE 
Realities tan ever raiſe Ideal Fancies of. ſuch 


\ > 


Pleaſure, Pain, Joy, Grief, Hope, or Fear 3 


which neceffarily ariſe through the common 
Accidents, that may pleaſe, or diſturb the 
Connexion and Union of the Body, and the 


Animal Life annexcd to it. 


\ 4 TY ELVES ef 41:53, © a It . 
Fon can you believe you have no Feeling, 
becauſe you cannot comprehend which Way. 
It is conveyed; when, upon the Touch of. 
Fire, or a Stroke, you preſently expreſs your 
Senſe thereof? But, if you cannot account 
for the Reaſon of theſe Things, and ſhew 
how you came to be made more perceptive 


than 


rd, MM 5 «< 


than a Stone, or Piece of Wood, which is 
paſſiwe and unconcerned under all Manner of 
bes; and if you believe yourſelyes to 
be endued with the Senſe of Feeling, and re- 
ceiving Pain or Pleaſure, and cannot yet com- 
prehend by what Way, and after what Manner 
it is conveyed, you muſt believe what you can- 
not comprehend ; and if you will not believe 


that you can feel, you mult believe that your 


Senſe deceives you, and ſo come into the Be- 
lief of a greater Myſtery ; ſo that you are a- 
gain neceſſarily driven to believe wliat you 


cannot demonſtrate. 


Ix the next Place, you will be obliged to 
deny that you can hear, or that there can be 
any Sound, becauſe you cannot comprehend, 
how the Sourid is propagated, and the Ear 


organiſed to receive it, no more than you can 


account for the different Sounds that are raiſed 
by various Motions, Touches, and Reverbera- 
tions, &c. of ſeyeral Sorts of Matter, Metals, 
and Inſtruments, from the ſeveral Ways of 
their being touched, or ſtruck upon : ---Theſe 


Things being out of your Comprehenſion 


(fince we only know by our Senſes, that they 
are fo) you are then, upon your own Maxim, 
to believe there are nv ſuch Things, | 
Tp you will pretend to account for Sounds, 
you muſt give us as great a Variety of the Ac- 
counts of them, as there are various Qualities 
in every individual Sort of Matter, from 

G whence 
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5o POSTSCRIPT _ 
whence the Varieties of the Sounds are pro- 
duced ; and, even, you muſt be Judges what 
Kind of Sound may be produced from any 
Matter or Inſtrument, you never yet before 
faw, and before you ever yet heard any Sound 
produced from it; but you ſhall know from 
your Reaſon, at firſt Sight, that ſuch or ſuch 
Manner of Touch, upon ſuch Matter or In- 
ſtrument, will produce ſuch or ſuch a Sound; 

which you ſhall as naturally hear in your I. 
magination, as yeu actually can do, when 
the Touch is given: If this can be done, you 
will make ſome ſmall Advances towards alt 
Explication of Sounds. 
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Ox if they will account for the various 
Sounds and different Tones, even, amongſt 
thoſe of the ſame Houſes and N cighbourhoods, 
by which we can readily diſtinguiſh thoſe, 
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as well as by their different Faces; or if th 
can tell me for what Reaſon ſuch and ſuch 
Movements of their own Tongues and Lips, 
with the ſeveral Expulſions of their Breath, 
form ſuch and ſuch Words and Accents ; or if 
they can ſhew me why one Man's Te ongue 
ſhould make a different Reverberation in the 
Atmoſphere from another's, which is exerci- 
fed in expreſſing the ſame Words; I will then 
allow them not to look 1 theſe Things ay 
Myſteries, | 


AGAIN; Let them likewiſe account foo 
the Light of the Sun, how it became enter- 
tained 
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tained in our Atmoſphere ; and after what 


Manner it was made capable to refract and re- 


flect its Rays, and how the Eyes are organi- 
ſed and adapted to receive them; and by what 
Means any Objects are repreſented to our 
Sight: If they cannot do this, let them either 
ceaſe to diſbelieve Myſteries, or elſe believe 
there is no ſuch Thing as Light in the World. 


Wirn Regard to the various Colours, 
which the Art and Experience of Man has 
attained, by Learning, to compoſe, imitate, 
and produce, the Agents of them can never 
give the Reaſons why the Matter, they »/e 
to produce the Colour, has the expected Ef- 
fect: Only from conſtant Experiments they 
have found, that ſuch Materials have produ- 
ced ſuch Colours ; but no one, of the greateſt 
Reaſon and Sagacity, can, without Learning 
or Experience, produce any given Colour up- 
en a Piece of white Cloth, but would find it 
a Myſtery, he could not perform. But he, 
that knows nothing of Dying, and yet will 
believe no Myſtery, let him try, without 
Learning or Experience, to produce any given 
Colour: If he cannot, let him acknowledge 
there are Myſteries in Nature, or believe there 
is neither Light nor Colours in the World. 


Trvs it is a Myſtery, to a Man that was 
born lind, to hear you talk of Light and Co- 
lours ; yet, becauſe it is conſtantly confirmed 
to him, that there are really ſuch Things in 

G 2 Being; 
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Being, he believes them, not becauſe he can 
_ comprehend any Thing of the Manner of their 
Exiſtence ;. and it is as impoſſible for you to 
com prehend the Manner by which they have 
a Being, and how they are conveyed to our 
Senſes. Tell me, therefore, what you ima- 
gine of thoſe Things, you cannot account 
for ; whether they are out of the Reach of 
your Reaſon, and therefore incomprehenſi- 
ble ; or whether there are no ſuch Exiſtences, 
as them, and your Senſes, in the World ? 
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7 MIGHT, likewiſe, defire theſe great 

Aſſerters of Natural Reaſon to diſcoyer a de- 
monſtratiye Account of the various Effluvia 
of Flowers, Herbs, and Perfumes, with the 
_ contrary offenſive, noxious, and diſagreeable 
Scents, how they become ſenſibly affecting to 
the Smell ; and likewiſe how Meats and 
Drinks become agreeable, or diſagreeable to 
the Taſte, 


On let them tell me, if this would not be 

a Myſtery and a Paradox, toany Man that was 
born without theſe Senſes, and who never 
enjoyed them, to hear others talk of them ; 
when, from all their Obſervations, they could 
never furniſh him with a true Idea of theſe 
Things; but the Senſe of them muſt ſtill re- 
as much a Myſtery to him, as the Man- 

ner, by which they receive them, does to 
them? If fo, by the former Rule, this Man i is 
not to believe, that others can either ſmell or 
| taſte, 
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Effects; yet ſo far are we from aſcertaining 
any Thing, that, though the Laws of Na- 


n taſte, becauſe he cannot comprehend what | 
ir they mean by it, or after what Manner the 1 
0 Smell and Taſte i is conveyed. | 
e i 
i 80 then, if you will 1 nothing, a q 
1- you cannot ' comprehend, you muſt not be- j 
at lieve you have any Senſes belonging to you, 9 
of nor even that you have any Being at all: But 
1 he Abſurdity of this, the bare Mention of it is 
S, ſufficient to ſhew. y 
InDEED, we learn by Experience, how | 
at | ſeveral ſecondary Cauſes are implanted in Na- 
e- ture by the wiſe Author thereof; and, b 
ia long Study and repeated Obſervations, an 
he give ſome imperfect Accounts why fich and 
le ſuch Cauſes produce ſuch and ſuch Effects; 
to or from ſeveral Effects, we find produced, we, 
nd generally (though differing i in our Sentiment? 
to aſſign ſuch particular Cauſes to particular {| 
i 


te, |} ſhould 


be ture are daily ſought out of all them that have 
vas Pleaſure therein, + + yet whoever make the | 
yer greateſt Diſcoveries, muſt at laſt confeſs, 
n; | , that the Works of God are wonder ful, and paſt |} 
ld ele out. | 
eſe 7 5 : | 
re- Ir, then, the very Works of Nature, [ 
in- which God has put under eſtabliſhed Laws, | 
to are myſterious to us, how ſhall we expect ta 
1 15 account for the Myſteries of the Divine Ex- 
or Hence and Perfection; or expect, that we | 
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14 POSTS CR-LPT; 
ſhould comprehend what he has thought 
proper to declare of himſelf to us, any more 
than we can expect, that a Man born blind, 
by our Deſcription of Light and Colours, 
ſhould be made capable to com Re them, 
as they really are? 


Bu r, then, it is again aſſerted, that the 
Teſtament of CuR IST, which' we call the 
Revelation of the Goſpel, contains not only 
Things above our Reaſon, but contrary to our 
Reaſon ; and, if they may believe Myſteries, 


which are only above their Reaſon, yet they 
can never believe what is contradictory to 
| Reaſon, which ſome of the cg of Ree 


velation would oblige them to ; for In- 


| Nance, that Three is One, and Ore is Three, 
is ſo manifeſt a Contradiftion to Reaſon, that 
they can never acquieſce in it, 


"Tis true, it has been ſo taught by many 
Aſſerters of the Truth of Revelation, but 
ſcarcely ever intended, that we ſhould believe 
it in the ſame Senſe that we Judge of Num- 
bers common amongſt us, but in a different 
Way ; which as they themſelves could not 
account for, you are left only to look upon 


it as other Myſteries, and to believe -it as 
ſuch. 


Bur ſome, who could not content them. 
ſelves with the Belief of Contradictions in 

Myſteries, have, to avoid that, divided the 
bleſſed 
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bleſſed Trinity into Superiority and Inferiority 
of Perſons, and thereby, I think, and, as I 


hope, I ſhall make appear, have run into a 
greater Error, 


For the Word, Perſons, in "the Trinity; 


has only been introduced by human Autho- 


rity, in Compliance with the human Capa- 
city ; which ſeems warrantable from the fre- 
quent Practice of the Penmen of the Scrip- 
tures, who commenly uſe the very ſame Me- 


thod, in aſcribing to God the ſame Members 


common to us, 


An, though it is common to aſcribe the 


fame Members to God, that conſtitute an 
human Perſon, yet there are few (beſides 


Children) who do not eaſily diſcover the Me- 


taphor, or who are ſo deceived by it, as to 


look upon God to be in the Form or Shapo 


of a Man. 


So that few will quarrel with thoſe Ex- 
preſſions in Scripture, that repreſent him ag 
ſuch; yet we find, that many have taken 
| Offence from the A plication of the Word 


Perſons, which (by the ſame Metaphor) may. 
be applied to the THREE, that are ſaid to 
bear Record in Heaven; The FATHE R, the 


Word, and the Hot y SPIRIT; but, as it 
alſo affirmed, that theſe Three are ON E, 


ſome have from thence denied the Authority 


of that Text, while others have thrown off 
the Belief of the Scripture- Revelation itſelf. 


Now, 


—— 
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; Now, as above obſerved, the Application 
of the Word Perſons was, at firſt, uſed by 
the Church, as warranfable from the foreſaid 
Practice of repreſenting God with the Mem- 

bers of an human Body: From which after- 
wards, thro' vulgar Apprehenſions, it came to 
be imagined, that theſe Three Perſons dere 
diſtinct and ſepatate Agents in all perſonal 
Properties, | | 


Many of late, to avoid maintaining the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, ſo as to contradict 
Reaſon, have followed the famous Dr, Clarke, 
in his Conſtruction put upon the Words of St. 

ohn; And theſe Three are One; that is, ſay 

ey, One in Agreement, &c. as if they 
were diſtin and ſeparate Beings one froin 
another, ohly agreed in one and the fame 
Concurrence ; as a Man and his Wife are ſaid 
to be One, though two Perſons, being one 
in Agreement, and under one and the ſame 
Concern in all Affairs of Life. Thus, 


Tux aforeſaid Author, in a modern Trea- 
tile, ſtiled, The Scripture Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity, has repreſented the Three Perſons of 
the Trinity as ſuperior and inferior one to 
another, yet maintaining the Divinity of all, 


.” AnD, becauſe his Works have been fo 
much adhered to, even by many of the 
learned Part of the Nation, and many have, 
from thence; fallen into Notions not conſiſ- 
| | 1 7 tent 
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tent with the Holy Scripture, I ſhall endea- 


r Son gw 
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vour | 

To ſhew the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency 
of the Foundation, upon which Dr. Clarke 
builds his Doctrine of Superiority and Inferi- 


| ority in the Perſons of the Trinity. 


| In the ſecond Page of his Scripture Doc- 
trine of the Trinity, he lays it down as a Pro- 
poſition; .in a Quotation from Biſhop Bull; 
g. That the Son and HoLy SPIRIT 
* derive their Original from the FA THE R.“ 
If this Propoſition be, true, the Son and 
Holy Spirit ,had a Beginning; and therefore 


were created. 


Bur, in Page the fourth, he draws a 


Concluſion from this Propoſition (upon which 


the whole Fabrick of his Work is built) viz. 
That © theſe Things do not deſtroy the Di- 
« vinity of the Son, for he alſo is in that 
* One, and Firſt, and Only One; as bog 
* the Only Mord, and Wiſdom, and Brightneſs 
(of the Glory) of him, who is the One, 


« and the Only One, and the Firſt.” 


Now, if he alſo is in that One, and Firſt; 
and Only One ; as being the Only Word, and 


Wiſdom, and Brightneſs (of the Glory) of him, 


who is the One, and the Only One, and the 
Firſt ; he muſt always be. in that Ore, and 
Firſt, and Only One, as being the Only m—_ 

H anc 
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him, who is the One, and the Only One, and 
the Firſt: And, if he is in him, he could 
teceive no Otiginal from him; for whatever 
is in the Divine Nature always has been in it, 


Exiſtence had an Original from the Supreme 
Being, can never have the Properties of the 
Deity communicated to it; fince the Proper- 
ties of the ſelf-exiſtent Eſſenee are tecalfantly 
mcommunicable, and nothing can be in the 
Divine Eſſence, which does not properly and 
actually belong to the Divine Effence itfelf 


prove: I would then ask, How the Son came 
to have his Original from the Father ? If he 
had an Original from him, then, before that 
Original, the Father muſt be without his 
Brightneſs and Glory, till he gave him this 
Original; ſince here it is confeſſed, that he is 
the Only Word, and Wiſdom, and Brightneſs 
(of the Glory) of him, who is the One, and 


the Son had an Original, the Father muſt be 
an Eternity (2 Parte ante, or before) without 
his Only Word and Wiſdom, Brightneſs and 
Glory. But, as the Nature of the Divine 
and Infinite Perfections can admit of no Ad- 
ditions, and therefore, if in the Son conſiſted 


his Wiſdam and the Brightneſs of his Glory 
muſt needs eternally be with him, and in in 


* 


and dum, and Brightneſs (of the Glory) er 


and can admit of no OriginaF z for whatever 


and thus much his very Words themſelves 


the Only One, and the Firſt: J fay, If then 


his Wi ſdom, and the Brightneſs of his Glory ; 
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And be of the ſame Eſſence, inſtead of being 


added to it after an Eternity 4 Parte ante. 


80 then it will unavoidably follow, that 


the Son is Eternal, as well as the Father, Sc. 
and therefore could derive no Original; and 
indeed, in a ſubſequent Part of the ſaid Book, 
the great Doctor, being puzzled with the In- 
tricacy of his firſt Propoſition, ſeems incli- 
nable to change it, by which he ſtill runs him- 
ſelf into — * Perplexities, when he calls 
the Son Self- originated; which ſignifies a Be- 
ginning which commenced from himſelf : But 
how any Being can be the Author of its own 
Original, or how any Being, that had an Ori- 
ginal, could be the Procurer of it for himſelf, I 
am at a Loſs to frame the leaſt Idea of: If any 
of his Followers can reconcile this with Rea- 
n (ſince they are the Sticklers, who pretend 
to believe nothing contrary to it) I will then 
acknowledge their Reaſon ſuperior to what I 
am able, at preſent, to comprehend. 


Bye, till then, I muſt look upon it as a 
Miſtake ; in the great Doctor; whoſe F oundas ! 


tion being wrong laid, he is thereby led, 


through his. whole Book, into Labyrinths of 


1 Contradictions and Intricacies. 


© T Mus profeſs a reſpectful Eſteem for 
that great and learned Man, and for ſome 
Parte of his laborious and valuable Works; 5 
but in this To cannot, upon my beſt Judgment, 
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diſcover any Thing of Reaſon, or Strength of 
Argumetiſt to ſupport his Propoſition. Whe- 
ther I have diſcovered the Weakneſs of his 
Foundation, and left his Building unfupport- 
ed, I muſt leave to the diſcerning Judgment 
of 1 my Readers, 


Bur the Scrup le of believing the Doc- 

trine of the T an contrary to Reaſon I ſhall, 
perhaps, in another Tract (to which it will 
more properly belong) endeavour to clear: 
But ſhall be far from attempting to bring it 
within the Compaſs of our Comprehenfions z 


having, I think, before proved, That even 


all Things in Nature are myſterious ; and, if 
ſo, then much more muſt it be impoſſible to 
find out the Almighty to Perfection; for it is 
as impracticable for a finite Being to compre- 
hend Infinity, as it is to have Infinity itſelf 
communicated to it. 


LET us, then, wait, in humble Acknow- 


ledgement of our own Imperfections, for the 


Enlargement of our Knowledge of the Pi- 
vine Myſterics, in a future State; where our 
Capacities may be eternally exerciſed in the 


| Improvements of our Comprehenfions, and 


yet find.no End of their Increaſe (for the 
Pleaſures ariſing from Infinity can have no 
End) and, though for ever improving, . they 
will always find ſomething ſufficient for future 
Improvements in the Myſteries of the Divine 
Perfections: Which ſeems to be deſigned for 
one Part of our * that we may al- 

Ways, 


” 5 5 4 1 Chilla Prayer, ce. 61 
ways, with Wonder and Admiration, praiſe 


and adore the 72 Unfathomableneſs of our 


great Creator, the 0 ay Fountain, from whence 
do flow the continual Currents of ſatisfactory 
Joys, n Tranquillity, compleat De- 


hghts, and conſtantly * F 80 
re. | 


* * * 9 08 - * * ** . '  "— " 


4 3 1 to 3 uſed by a Family, 
hu or ſingle Perſon, at any Time. 


INFINITE, Eternal, and Almighty God, from 
whom all created Exiſtences have received their Be- 
innings ; the Heavens and the Earth, and all Things therein, 
re the Works of thine Hands; thou” didſt at firſt create 
Man in the Image of thyſelf, the Ever-bleſſed Trinity, in 
Righteouſneſs and r by thy Divine WORD; and 
influencedſt him by thy HOLY SPIRIT, and gaveſt 
Him that An gelte! Life Life, which was the Liteneſt or Imagę of 
TanyY5ELF; 10 that, in Man, a true Of-/pring of G OD 
repreſented 
In which State, by Obedience, he might have continued 
without Death, or ration of Soul and Body; but, as 
every reaſonable 1 muſt necefſarily owe a Tribute. 
of Obedience to his Supreme reator, therefore-upon his O- 
bedience muſt depend his Continuance in his original Purity. 
But, as thou had Aae him a Command to be fruitful, and 
to multiply his Species, his Poſterity would receive che Ef- 
ſects of his Obedience or Diſobedience: And, as thou fore- 
? ſaweſt his Diſobedience to thy Divine Command; thou in- 
tendedſt for him and his Poſterity a Mediator of a better 
Covenant; ſo that, though Death was the Conſequence of 
kis Tranſgreſſion, and all his Poſterity became mortal _ 
it, yet, by this Mediator, the y ſhould obtain @ more excellent 
Miniftry, by how much alſo * is the Mediator of a better Co: 
wenant, which was eftabliſh d upon better Promiſes *. 
TazREForE it is that we preſume to approach the Throne 
of Grace and Mercy, and to make our Petitions to thee, 
nce we are not o 5 but commanded by thee 
it, as our x caly ence 
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